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Congratulations

 
 

The Lord abundantly blesses the love you share. May He
also enrich you and strengthen you as you begin your life
together. Please accept our best wishes and prayers for a

happy and God-filled married life together.
 

The most important thing to remember in all your
preparations is that your wedding liturgy at Sacred

Heart is first and foremost a Sacrament. It will serve, as
will your marriage itself, as a living sign of your love
for each other, and of Christ's love for all of us, His

people.  
 
 
 

The Staff of Sacred Heart Church
 
 
 
 



Contact Information

Fr. Gerard Francik, Pastor
frfrancik@shgparish.org

Fr. Brendan Fitzgerald, Associate Pastor
frbrendan@shgparish.org
Fr. Leandro Fazolini, S.F., 

Associate Pastor for Hispanic Ministry
leandro.fazolini@archbalt.org

Kevin Callahan, Director of Music Ministry
kcallahan@shgparish.org

 
Sacred Heart Parish

410-833-1696
65 Sacred Heart Lane

Reisterstown, MD 21136



Place and Celebrant

 
If the bride and groom are both Catholic, a marriage is

usually celebrated in the parish of the bride, though
Sacred Heart can be the parish of either the bride or the
groom. When one party is not Catholic, the parish of the

Catholic party is the usual place for the ceremony.  
Special permission for a Catholic bride/groom to be

married in the church of a non-Catholic Christian or in
the special location for a person of a non-Christian faith

may be obtained from the Archbishop’s office.  The
Catholic priest may participate in the wedding

ceremony at the request of the bride and groom.
 

The first point of contact for your wedding at Sacred
Heart Parish is the priest or deacon assigned to your

parish.



The priest or deacon will meet individually with the 
bride and groom to complete a “pre-nuptial” 

questionnaire.

PROOF OF BAPTISM
A Catholic bride/groom must present a certificate of 

Baptism that is issued and dated no more than 6 months 
prior to the wedding date.  You can obtain this certificate 

by contacting the church where you were baptized. A 
baptized non-Catholic bride/groom should present a 

certificate or other proof of baptism as soon as possible.

CONFIRMATION
 There is no need to obtain a Confirmation certificate.

MARRIAGE LICENSE FOR BALTIMORE COUNTY
This must be obtained prior to the wedding ceremony 

from the Baltimore County License Bureau at the Court 
House in Towson, MD. 

It is valid for use six months before the wedding date.  

Required Documents



 
 

In addition to meetings with the presiding
priest/deacon, the couple is required, by Archdiocesan

regulations, to participate in one of the following formal
marriage preparation programs:

 
SPONSOR COUPLE: The engaged couple works with a
Sacred Heart mentor couple in their home. A flexible

meeting schedule is arranged to accommodate all
parties.  

 
ENGAGED ENCOUNTER WEEKEND: This is a weekend
retreat experience at a location in the Baltimore area,
from Friday evening through Sunday afternoon. For

details, visit baltimore.engagedencounter.com.
 

PRE-CANA CLASSES: Nine (9) total hours of
presentations are given on various topics, usually on

Sundays at Sacred Heart and other Catholic parishes in
the area. Find details from the Archdiocese of Baltimore

at www.archbalt.org/pre-cana 
 

Marriage Preparation



Scheduling Your Liturgy
 
 

How do we arrange our wedding at Sacred Heart?
 

Before planning a wedding, a couple must first contact a 
priest or deacon assigned to Sacred Heart Parish at least 
six (6) months prior to the desired wedding date. If you 
have a friend or relative who is a priest or deacon, he is 

welcome to preside at your wedding liturgy.  
 

Wedding liturgies are normally scheduled at 10:00 AM, 
12 Noon or 2:00 PM on Saturdays. Due to the Mass 

schedule and the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
Saturday evening weddings cannot be accommodated. 

(Exceptions must be made by a priest or deacon of 
Sacred Heart Parish.)

 
 Weddings may also be celebrated on other days of the 

week.
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 The celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage in our 
parish is a joyful occasion for everyone. 

 
Many people are involved in this effort: 

Parish administration who prepare documents, church 
sacristans who prepare for the ceremony, maintenance 

staff who make sure that the church is clean and in 
order for your guests, other staff who ensure that the 
logistics of the rehearsal and wedding ceremony are 

properly conducted, the Director of Liturgy/ Music who 
is an integral part of the celebration, and, of course, our 
priests and deacons who prepare you for your wedding 

and have the joy of celebrating the Sacrament with you. 
 
 
 
 

Fees

Church fee : $300 for parishioners
 $750 for non-parishioners

 Organist/Pianist: $250
 Cantor: $150

Priest: At the discretion of wedding couple
 
 



Wedding Liturgy

The priest/deacon facilitates the planning of your
wedding liturgy. We provide a resource which outlines
the liturgy and offers the opportunity for you to choose

selections for prayers, vows, scripture and music.
 

There are two options for the celebration of the
Sacrament of Matrimony:

 
1. The Sacrament of Matrimony celebrated at Mass by a
priest is the full liturgical prayer of the Church which

includes Liturgy of the Word and Liturgy of the
Eucharist (Communion).

 
2. The Sacrament of Matrimony outside of Mass,

celebrated by a priest or deacon, is the Liturgy of the
Word service and does not include Communion.

 
 

You may invite liturgical ministers to serve as altar
servers, readers, musicians, and Extraordinary

Ministers of Holy Communion. Liturgical ministers are
coordinated through the priest/deacon and the

Director of Liturgy/Music.
 
 
 



Flowers and Decorations
Aisle runners are not allowed in the church.

A couple wishing to place flowers in the sanctuary 
makes arrangements with a florist of their choice. The 

location of all flowers in the sanctuary must be 
approved by the presiding priest/deacon. Flowers may 
not be placed on the altar. It is strongly suggested that 

any flowers brought to the wedding for the sanctuary be 
left in the church after the wedding for the decoration of 

church for the weekend. 
 

Nothing can be attached to the church pews in a way 
that could cause damage to them. Existing liturgical 

decorations around the altar may never be removed or 
rearranged. Nothing can be thrown inside or outside the 

church (i.e., rice, rose petals, balloons.)
 

Music
 Sacred Heart provides professional singers who may 
serve as cantor. Any musicians outside Sacred Heart 

Parish must be approved by the Director of 
Liturgy/Music. Only music which is acceptable for 

Sacred Liturgy will be approved. No recorded music may 
be played before, during, or after the ceremony.

Please arrange a consultation with our director of music 
to choose appropriate music for the liturgy.

 
 



 
Photography/Videography

A photographer may be retained by the couple. Pictures
may be taken up to 30 minutes prior to the beginning of
the liturgy and up to 30 minutes after the liturgy in the

church. Photographers must conduct themselves
appropriately without distraction.

 Videotaping is allowed as long as it is not a distraction
and not in the main aisle. 

Any extra lighting must be approved by the presiding
priest/ deacon and Director of Liturgy/ Music.

Photographers/videographers must check in with the
priest or deacon before the ceremony.

 
Rehearsal

The priest/deacon will schedule your wedding
rehearsal, which is usually held the evening before the

wedding. All who are participating in the wedding,
including lectors, must be on time and in attendance.

 
Conduct

While in church and on the church grounds, the entire
wedding party and guests are expected to conduct

themselves in an appropriate, respectful manner. No
alcohol, food or drink is allowed. 

 
Rooms for Use on the Day of the Wedding

The Father Hooper room may be used by the
bride/bridal party prior to the ceremony. Requests for

other rooms must be made to the priest/deacon in
advance.  An additional charge for cleaning is required. 

 




